
                                             Mysticism Laudato Si’ 2 

THE CARESS OF GOD 

The more we come to love nature in all its detail, the more we will want to 
care for it, because we care for the things we love. Here’s a poet’s vision of a 
single flower--a narcissus--coming into bloom: 

When from a world of mosses and of ferns 

At last the narcissus lifted a tuft of five-pointed stars 

And dangled them in the atmosphere, 

Then every molecule of creation jumped and clapped its hands: 

God is born.  

– D H Lawrence, quoted by John Feehan in Laudato Si’, An Irish Response, 77. 

The whole of this poem is worth reading. When you next look at a flower, try 
to imagine the excitement of creation as it achieves its purpose in the 
perfection of that flower.There is no such thing as ‘inanimate matter’ because 
we know from contemporary science that every molecule is alive and dancing! 
St Thomas Aquinas states serenely that all things desire God: they are striving, 
though in a different way to us, to realise their potential. Nature has its 
intentions and achievements. For nature, every day is a birth-day of beauty 
never seen before. Every day is a day for celebration! 

The Pope says, ‘Each creature has its own purpose. None is superfluous. The 

entire material universe speaks of God’s love, God’s boundless affection for 

us. Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress of God’ (84). 

For the believer, everything in nature is a love-note from God! God is the Great 

Lover who creates in order to convey ‘boundless affection’ for us. Sky, light, 

clouds, living things--the scent of the flower, the play of the wind on your 

cheek, the mystery of the unfolding leaf-bud --these are ‘the caresses of God.’ 

God is very close indeed: the big secret is that we walk the world of the divine 

all the time. Allow yourself to experience some of these caresses today! 
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